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4. Conservative Government, 1802
Prime Minister: Earl of Derby.
Leader of the House of Commons: Mr Disraeli.

The events of 1851 had indicated that on the defeat of the Whig Govern-
ment the Queen should send for Lord Derby (formerly Lord Stanley).
Lord Derby accepted the Commission, though he had no majority in the
House of Commons. After vainly seeking the collaboration of Lord Palmer-
ston he formed a Conservative Government consisting of persons nearly all
of whom had had no previous ministerial experience (the ewho-who'
Ministry). At the general election five months later the Government's
strength in the House of Commons was increased, and theirs was by far the
largest party. Opposition, however, brought together the Opposition groups
and the Government was defeated on the Budget and resigned.
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5. Coalition Government, i85z-t855

Prime Minister: Earl of Aberdeen.

Leader of the House of Commons: Lord John Russell.

The Whigs and Peelites in opposition had cgme to an agreement to serve
under the Earl of Aberdeen. This information becoming known to Lord
Derby, he informed the Queen. He advised the Queen, however, to send for
Lord Lansdowne, though the Prince Consort pointed out that it did not lie
with him to give advice. The Queen sent for both Lansdowne and Aberdeen
but Lansdowne was unable to come, and Aberdeen consulted him before
seeing the Queen and had come to an understanding with him. The Queen
commissioned Lord Aberdeen to form a Government, and he accepted. The
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